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NSC BRIEFING 2 Jane 1858
SOVIET-YUGOSLAY DISPUTE

Yugoslavia's public iasistence that it will not accept Eoviet

lesderskip has brought major public controversy ia Commuaist world.

A. Imsue is not Yugoslavias itself, but method of msintainisg
Soviet hegemony over Satellites., The policy of toleratisg
Yugoslav heresy--initiated by Xhrashchev in 1955-—has msée
it difficult to keep other Fastern European countries from
catching same disease.

B, USSR, strongly -apperteﬂ by Chiaese has mow attempted te¢

"(IWMAM

destroy Yugoslavia'se influaacqwnnc! aaé for all, by attecking
sntire philosophical basis for Tito's indeperndence as
"anti-Earxist-Leninist.”

C. BSénce early April, when dispute was made public, Soviet
relatiouns with Belgrade have detertiorated rapidly. Latest
step was Soviet sanousncemeat on 27 Nay that UBSK was port-
poning for five years aid programs totalling $278 millic:,

1. These funds were intended for development of Yaugoslny
alusiaux, fertilizer, sund other rav materials indusriles,
A8 none of this construction hasd begun, immediate si;i”
to Yagoslavs is aiaimal.

2. Xo word yet on status of Czech and Polish credits tn

Yugoslavia totalling 390 millican or on $28 million

remaining of Soviet enditrx&wny purchases.
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3. vording of Soviet note on aid postposement suggests
thst normal foreign trade bDetween Yugoslavia and the
bloc is to coatiawe.

Soviets have alsc held top level meetiags of Council for

Economic Mutual Assistance (CENA) and ¥arsaw Pact membes®

with the spperent aim of reaffiraing their solidarity

against the Yugoslavs.

These measures have been only partislly successful so far., %he

Satellites have Dot been unanimous in their sttitudes towsari Tito.

A.

xwr?n& and to a less extent Rumaniaans, seer reluctas

ta—?a:a' Rim eatirely out of the Communist world.

But these divergencies are mior compared with those of .he

Poles,

1. Gomulka is or the spot. He cannot condean Tito as mti-
Marxist without in effect condemning himself. If tUw
Soviets imsist, Gomulks must either defy them or knxkle
under. Either courss aight bring s new Huagary.

2. This prospect has also restrained Soviets from askiwx: too
much so far. Gozulka has been able to get away wity
relatively mild criticism of Yugoslavs on “safe” quastions
without giving way on the touchy issue of independeie
from Moscow. In effect, he "disagreoes with what Tizo

says, but defends his right to say 1it.”
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3. Poles, in fact, meintaia they will coatinue to develep
closer economic ties with Belgrade.

4, In addition, Boviet aad Chineme anttscks oa Titeo for
accepting aid from US seem particularly aiced at
Goaulka, but he appareantly is holdiag firm here, to::.

C. Thus, as charges snd countercharges costimue, focus of
dispute seems likely to move graduslly from Belgrade

to ¥arsaw.,
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